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STORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
WATERMAN, ILLINOIS. 

By George E. Congdon. 

In beginning this history it will perhaps be interesting 
and profitable to give a few facts concerning Baptist begin- 
nings and growth in the state. The first Baptist Church in 
the state was organized in New Design township, Monroe 
county, May 28, 1796, and was known as the New Design Bap- 
tist Church. It had twenty-eight members, and was the first 
gospel church in the state. The house in which its first meet- 
ings were held still stands. The oldest living Baptist Church 
was organized in 1809. In 1827 was laid the foundation of 
Shurtleff College, a Baptist school and the oldest college in 
the state. 

Passing now to Baptist history in the northern part of 
the state, I find that the ^^ Northern Baptist Association of 
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin Territory" was organized in 
1835, and comprised four churches : Dupage, Hadley, Chicago 
and Plainfield. Of these two are now in the Aurora Associa- 
tion. The Hadley church, now the church at Marley, was 
organized in 1833, and the Plainfield church in 1834. Other 
early churches in this part of the state were situated at Bristol 
(now Yorkville), Belvidere, Batavia, St. Charles and Warren- 
ville, all organized before 1836. The church at Paw Paw was 
organized as early as 1841, while churches were organized at 
Sandwich and Kaneville in 1843. The church at Big Eock 
was organized in 1849. On the north was the Ohio Grove 
church, now the church at De Kalb, the date of whose organ- 
ization I do not remember. 

These were the nearest churches at the beginning of Bap- 
tist history in this township. It will be remembered that 
0. P. Johnson settled at the grove which bears his name in 
1835, but for several years he lived alone and not until about 
1845 were there any considerable number of settlers in the 
region. Perhaps as early as 1850 Elder Norman Warriner 
began visiting the neighborhood and preaching occasionally. 
Through his ministrations a little flock was gathered, who on 
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Feb. 14, 1852, organized themselves into the Johnson's Grove 
Baptist Church. This was the first church organization in the 
township, and while fate decreed that the church should per- 
ish and a later one survive, inasmuch as no less than twenty- 
five members of this church later became members of the 
Waterman church, of whom some^' remain unto this present, '^ 
it will be seen that our history really dates from this event. 

The constituent members of this early church were John 
Randall and Amy, his wife, Samuel Mack and Mary, his wife, 
Cyrus B. Whitford and Laura, his wife, William Dudley and 
Ann, his wife, Sarah Carpenter, mother of Mrs. Whitford, 
Mrs. Sarah Clark, Lorinda E. Milne, Lucy P. Bent, Almima 
Bailey and Almina Prescott — 14. It is doubtful if any of 
these are now living. A council of recognition was called 
and held March 11, 1852. Five churches were invited : Somo- 
nauk, Newark, Paw Paw, Harding Prairie and Lamoile, and 
with the exception of the last sent delegates. For over a year 
the church seems to have continued with occasional preach- 
ing by Elders Warriner and King, the latter of the Ohio and 
Union Grove church, when on April 2, 1853, they extended a 
call to Elder King to become their pastor and it was accepted. 
He remained as their pastor until the fall of 1856. 

The years from 1850 to 1856 were a period of heavy im- 
migration into this county. Eailroads were pushing west- 
ward from Chicago, and in 1853 the Burlington and the North- 
western had both reached the county. The settlers who had 
hitherto clung to the timber and streams now pushed out on 
the open prairies. By 1856 the territory east of the present 
village of Waterman was pretty well settled. Among the 
settlers were a considerable number of Baptists, and though 
at first they joined the church at the grove, they had a long 
distance to travel, and as the nearest Baptist church on the 
east was at Big Rock, there seemed an opening and a neces- 
sity for a new church. 

Accordingly, doubtless after much discussion and confer- 
ence, a meeting was called. The minutes of this first meeting 
are preserved and read as follows : 

*^The following members of Baptist Churches at a meet- 
ing held Sept. 27th, 1856, at Tuttle's School House, Town of 
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Clinton, DeKalb Co., 111. (E. Mighell, John Curtice, Alex. 
Henderson, J. C. Miles, Mrs. C. Maples) ; the meeting was 
organized by choosing J. C. Miles moderator and clerk. After 
prayer by moderator each member spoke and gave their opin- 
ion as to the propriety of taking measures to organize a 
church. The following resolution was read and adopted : 

'^Resolved, That we as members of regular Baptist 
churches (in connection with others), believing as we do that 
it will tend to the advancement of the Baptist cause in this 
place, and that circumstances now call for an organization, 
therefore 

Eesolved, That we call a council for the purpose of recog- 
nizing the members here as a regular Baptist church to be 
known as Clinton Center Baptist Church to meet at Tuttle's 
school house on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1856, of the following 
churches: Big Eock, Sandwich, Paw Paw and Johnston's 
Grove ; also the following ministers : Elders Star, Hicks and 
Warrener. Adjourned to meet Oct. 11th at 2 o 'clock. ' ' 

Oct. 11th. Met according to appointment. Meeting 
opened by prayer by moderator. Some time was spent in 
conference. Each member spoke of the Goodness of God and 
expressed much anxiety to be united to a church. After each 
member had given his Christian experience, business was 
called for. The following resolution was read and adopted: 
*^ Resolve that we, the undersigned, this day organize 
ourselves into a church of Christ to be known as Clinton 
Center Baptist Church, and that we adopt the church cove- 
nant and articles of faith as written in the Encyclopedia of 
EeUgious Knowledge as a just expression of our belief. 

E. Mighell 
J. Curtice 
Alex Henderson 
J. C. Miles 

Mrs. Julia A. I. Henderson 
Mrs. Ellen Miles 
Mrs. Harriet Swift 
Mrs. Benevolence Maple 
Mrs. Eliz. Mighell 
Mrs. Delana Mighell. 
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Vote called for Deacon. E. Mighell nominated and unan- 
imously chosen to act as deacon. Adjourned to meet Oct. 
15th." 

Of this little group three are living, and by the grace of 
Grod, members of the church on this its fiftieth anniversary: 
Mr. Alexander Henderson and Mrs. Harriet M. Swift of 
Waterman, and Mrs. Delana Mighell of Jericho (Sugar 
Grove). It would be interesting could we know more of their 
origin, residence and later history. Eleazer Mighell, whose 
name heads the list and who was chosen the first deacon, 
came from Wallingf ord, Vermont, as did the other members 
of the Mighell family. He lived on a farm two miles east of 
Waterman, north of the railroad. His widow (second wife) 
was ^^AuntPannie" Mighell, mother of Elmer Simpson. John 
Curtice, his wife and his wife 's mother Mrs. Maples lived just 
south of Frank Greely's in a house no longer standing. They 
came from Wayne county, N. Y. Mr. Curtice removed about 
1860 to Minnesota, while Mrs. Maples died in Macomb county, 
Mich., aged 88. Alexander Henderson and wife and John C. 
Miles and wife came from Pennsylvania. Mr. Miles and Mrs. 
Henderson were brother and sister. Mr. Henderson lived on 
the farm he still owns three miles southeast of town. Mr. 
and Mrs. Swift lived on the present Swift farm having come 
originally from New York, making a temporary residence in 
Kendall county. Elizabeth Mighell was the wife of James 
H. Mighell and lived where John Smiley now lives. Mrs. 
Delana Mighell, I presume, resided at Jericho. The terri- 
tory of the church seems to have extended vaguely eastward 
almost to Aurora. 

Six of these members had previously joined the Johnson's 
Grove church and in the minutes of that church will be found 
the following record : 

^^Oct. 4th, 1856. Church met for covenant meeting, had 
a good meeting ; received a request from a committee at Tut- 
tle's school house for the church to send brethren to sit in 
council with them to take into consideration the propriety of 
organizing a church at that place. Church voted to consider 
the request and answer it by appointing Dea. Whitford, N. 
Elmer, John Scovil, Mellvin Prescot, P. A. Wood and C. F. 
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Overton to meet them on the 15th Oct., at 10 o'clock A. M. 
Voted to give letters to the following brethren and sisters on 
condition that if there is a church constituted at Tuttle's 
school house they will unite there, and if not, to remain with 
us * * these are the names of those to be dismissed if 
the above organization takes place, viz. : Alexander Hender- 
son and Julia Ann, his wife, John C. Miles and Ellen, his wife, 
Br. Curtiss and Benevolence Maple. The above organization 
took place and the above members received letters of dis- 
mission." 

The meeting of October 15 was held but as but two 
churches were represented it was thought best to postpone 
the recognition. Once or twice later I find that the matter 
was discussed in business meeting, but not until Wednesday, 
May 19, 1858, did a council convene and recognition take place. 
In the evening (of October 15) a prayer and conference meet- 
ing was held and the following were received for baptism: 
James Mighell, S. M. Swift, Mrs. Curtice, Lydia Shouts and 
Juliette Furman. They were baptized the next day and re- 
ceived the right hand of fellowship extended in behalf of the 
church by Elder Star. 

In honoring the three surviving constituent members it 
it well to remember that Alexander Henderson was received 
as a member of the Johnson's Grove church June 28, 1856, 
and further, that Mrs. Phebe Whitford, now a member of 
this church, was received as a member of the Johnson's Grove 
church July 24, 1853, over fifty-three years ago. Can the date 
of baptism of these members be ascertained? Also that Mr. 
Swift has been a member with us for fifty years lacking four 
or five days. 

The Tuttle school house mentioned in these early records 
had then just been built. It is the building still used as a 
school house two miles east of town. Soon after, the school- 
house in the Swift district was erected and the services of 
the church seem to have been centered there. 

The first record in the minutes of the engaging of a pastor 
is as follows (Feb. 21, 1857) : Proceeded to make arrange- 
ments for preaching the coming year. Agreed that the pres- 
ent minister J. C. Miles be invited to remain with them. 
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Deacon Mighell to make known the wishes of the church to 
him. The call accepted for one-half of the time. 

John C. Miles was of Welsh descent and came from a 
long line of Baptist ancestors. His father was the Rev. Sam- 
uel Miles, one of five brothers, four of whom were ministers. 
The son was licensed to preach by the Johnson's Grove church 
June 28, 1856. ''The church passed the following: That 
whereas Br. John C. Miles feels that it is his duty to preach 
the Gospel, therefore voted to give him a license to improve 
his gift in preaching the Gospel wherever the Lord in his 
providence shall open a door, to be good for one year only." 
This license was renewed in 1857 by the Clinton Center church. 
Mr. Miles removed to Iowa, where he preached, practiced 
medicine and farmed, dying several years ago. 

Mr. Miles seems to have removed during the summer or 
fall of 1857. About the same time Rev. Reuben Persons had 
been called as pastor by the Johnson's Grove Baptist Church, 
and came west from New York with his family. In October 
the church at the grove enjoyed a season of precious revival 
which continued for ten weeks, as a result of which over sixty 
persons were received into the church. Just how far the 
influence of this was felt by the northern church I am unable 
to learn. Mr. Persons preached for them during the fall and 
winter, probably rather as supply than as stated pastor, and 
along in February, 1858, about a dozen members were re- 
ceived into the church. 

In May, 1858, ''a vote was taken to give Brother Under- 
wood an invitation to preach one sermon every Sabbath at 
the Swift school house, the remainder of *the time where the 
interest seems to demand." Rev. Elias H. Underwood was 
born Oct. 13, 1827, in Chautauqua Co., N. Y., studied at what 
is now Madison University, leaving on account of poor health 
in 1855, and became a Sunday School missionary in northern 
Illinois. He married in 1858 Miss Lavina Elmer, sister of 
Mrs. Whitford. He was licensed to preach and supplied the 
pulpit of the Clinton Center church one year. Later he was 
ordained and served two pastorates in Illinois. In 1864 he 
went to northern Iowa under commission of the American S. 
S. Union. He died at Ottawa, Kansas, Feb. 11, 1894. He 
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left two sons, Elmer and Adelbert, who constitute the firm of 
** Underwood and Underwood," so well known as makers of 
stereoscopes and stereographs, in New York City. 

As before stated, the church was duly recognized as a 
regular Baptist church by a council held May 19, 1858. I re- 
produce the minutes of the meeting: 

Swift School House, May 19, 1858. An Ecclesiastical 
Council assembled at the Swift School House in the town of 
Clinton, De Kalb County, Illinois, May 19, 1858, in response 
to a call from a Conference of Brethren and Sisters in that 
vicinity for the purpose of recognizing them as a Gospel 
Church. Council organized by appointing Elder J. Moxsom 
Moderator, and R. Persons, tJr., Clerk. From the De Kalb 
Baptist Church were present as messengers the Pastor, Elder 
J. Moxsom, Elder Alex. Gambol and Bro. S. W. Bent. From 
the Johnson's Grove Baptist Church were present their pas- 
tor, R. Persons, Jr., Brother Elias Underwood, licentiate, and 
Brs. C. F. Overton, Nathan Elmer, Norman Mosher and 0. A. 
Tubbs. From the Somonauk Baptist Church, Brs. John 
Shailer and Perry G. Jones. After hearing from the church 
the history of their organization, increase of members and 
present prospects, the Council unanimously voted to proceed 
to recognize said Conference as the Clinton Center Baptist 
Church. 



ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

Reading of Scriptures and Prayer. 
Sermon and Hand of Fellowship by the Moderator. 
Recognition Prayer by Elder A. Gambol. 
Address to the Church by the Clerk. 
Hynm. 

Benediction by Rev. E. Underwood. 

Voted that a notice of this Council be published in the Chris- 
tian Times. Adjourned. 

J. Moxsom, Moderator. 
R. Persons, Jr., Clerk 
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On June 1, 1862, the church voted to make application to 
the Fox River Association for admission to that body and 
sent as delegates Eev. R. Persons and Alexander Henderson. 
On June 4 the church was received into the Association. In 
1877 the Association was divided, the Waterman church be- 
coming part of the Aurora association. 

Just when Elder Persons became pastor of the church 
is hard to determine, the statement which occurs frequently 
that '^ Elder Persons preached for us today and administered 
the Lord's Supper" being used even while Rev. Mr. Under- 
wood was preaching. The truth is probably that called orig- 
inally as pastor of the Johnson's Grove Baptist Church he 
came later to serve both churches. Certain it is that he con- 
tinued as pastor until about 1870 and lived here several years 
after. A short biographical sketch before me says: *^He was 
born in Cortland county, N. Y., April 21, 1818. In his youth 
he attended Cortland Academy, after which he pursued his 
studies at Madison University. He was ordained in August, 
1848, at Georgetown, N. Y., where he was pastor of the Bap- 
tist church for four years; then at Victory, two years, at 
Henderson, three years. He then moved to De Kalb county, 
111., and held three pastorates covering eighteen years, and 
in 1879 came to Humboldt county, Iowa, preaching at Man- 
son, Rutland, and at different points. In 1882 he organized 
a church at Bradgate where he died at the home of his daugh- 
ter, Feb. 3, 1890, aged 72. He married Aug. 14, 1845, Abigail 
Mack, who is still living at Bradgate, Iowa. They were the 
parents of nine children, eight of whom reached years of ma- 
turity and are still living. The youngest, Charles Edward, 
born April 17, 1863, is buried in the ^'parsonage lot" at John- 
son's Grove cemetery. 

From April 7, 1866, to March 12, 1870, there are no min- 
utes, a brief note stating that the records were lost before 
being copied. Owing to this unfortunate fact there are doubt- 
less several former members of whom the present generation 
knows nothing and whose names do not appear on our books. 
At least three of the present membership joined during this 
period. The lost minutes probably extended to the latter 
part of 1871, for the two entries before that relate to the 
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hiring of pastor and seem to have been entered at a later 
date. 

In the spring of 1870, Rev. H. R. Hicks was called to the 
pastorate of the church. Henry Ripley Hicks was born in 
Pomfret, Conn., Dec. 28, 1837. His father was Rev. Bela 
Hicks, a Baptist minister who died in Sandwich, Illinois, in 
1886. Facts concerning his education and ordination I have 
been unable to obtain. At this time the church was meeting 
for worship in the center school house, situated then on the 
four corners south of Waterman. The building is now used 
as a storage warehouse at the lunaber yards and stands just 
opposite the depot. In December of 1870 the railroad was 
completed through the township and the spring of the next 
year saw the beginning of the village of Waterman. One of 
the first buildings was Richard Anderson's blacksmith shop, 
which stood about midway between the two present shops. 
In the hall over this shop the church was invited to hold its 
services and the offer was accepted. After some six years 
of existence this building was destroyed by fire. Its exact 
site could be easily determined. 

In the fall of 1871, F. E. Hinckley, president of the new 
road, offered to transport all material ^^free of charge or at 
cost" if the society would erect a church building at the new 
village of Waterman. It was decided to circulate a subscrip- 
tion paper and on Dec. 12, 1871, the pastor reported $1300 
pledged. It was then voted to build a house worth $2500. 
The undertaking of this enterprise with its consequent acqui- 
sition of property necessitated the election of the church's 
first trustees : G. W. Wakefield, Humphrey Roberts, Alex- 
ander Henderson, James H. Mighell and S. M. Swift. Of 
these, Mr. Roberts and Mr. Mighell are dead — the others are 
living. 

In an application to the Home Mission Society for aid 
to the church while building, Mr. Hicks gives the following 
statistics: Number of inhabitants within a radius of three 
miles estimated at 1000; average attendance at public wor- 
ship, 80 ; communicants belonging to the church, 25 ; assessed 
value of their property, $25,162. 
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In February, 1873, the Sunday School in connection with 
the church purchased an organ, probably the present one. 
Miss Grace Eoberts was the first organist. She is now Mrs. 
Henry A. Lamb. 

The date of the dedication of the church does not appear 
on the minutes, and the fact that I have at last discovered it 
is one in which I think I may be pardoned for taking con- 
siderable pride. I wrote to Mr. Hicks but was told he had 
no record. I visited the office of The Standard in Chicago 
only to find that paper contained no mention of the event. 
I applied to the clerk of the Aurora Association only to find 
he had no file of the minutes. Finally, Mr. Hicks suggested 
I consult the Aurora Beacon for which he had written occa- 
sional letters. Here I found the following account, probably 
written by him : 

(Beacon, Jan. 18, 1873). The event of the week thus 
far, is the dedication of the new church erected by the Baptist 
denomination and their friends. 

The body of the church is 30x45 ft. The vestibule is in 
the base of the tower. The seating capacity of the audience 
room is not far from two hundred. Its only peculiar feature 
is the orchestra which is a platform of octagonal form in the 
rear of the body pews, enclosed, except in front, by wains- 
coting of the same height as that surrounding the room. It 
is seated with chairs. 

The services of dedication, which were held on Wednes- 
day, the 15th inst., were as follows : After singing by the 
choir, the scriptures were read by Eev. Mr. Allen of the M. E. 
Church, and prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Wickizer of 
Big Rock. After this, a most excellent sermon was delivered 
by Rev. I. N. Hobart. Then came a statement of finances 
which showed an indebtedness on the part of the church of 
five hundred dollars. This statement was followed by an 
earnest appeal from Mr. Hobart, which met with a most 
liberal response on the part of the congregation. In about 
twenty minutes the whole amount was pledged, when the 
dedication prayer was offered by the pastor, which, with sing- 
ing and benediction, closed the exercises. Pretty good, we 
think, for a rainy day. * * * 
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This was the first church in the village of Waterman, for 
though the Methodist church is the oldest, it was erected 
(in 1866?) on the corners one and one-half miles north of 
Waterman and moved to town later. 

On Friday, Jan. 17, two days after the dedication, a town- 
ship Sabbath School Convention was held in the church. 

On Monday evening, Feb. 10, Rev. Dr. Goodfellow, for 
several years a missionary in South America, and at the time 
a resident of Sandwich, delivered in the church a lecture on 
^^Life on the Pampas." This was the first of a course of four 
lectures, doubtless the first lecture course in the village, and 
possibly the first lecture. The attendance was good. 

On Sunday, Feb. 9, was held at the church the funeral 
of widow Lanora Morrell, doubtless the first funeral in the 
church. She was the mother of Mrs. William Moore (a mem- 
ber of the church) and of Mrs. Lewis Mighell, and grand- 
mother of Mrs. Wakefield. She died in the 73rd year of 
her age. 

Who was the first person baptized in the new edifice? 
The records seem to be fairly complete at this time and I 
find no record of baptism till that of Alexander Wallace and 
sisters Sarah Henderson and Ella Moore, March 28, 1875. 

In January, 1874, Eev. H. R. Hicks resigned and a few 
months later Rev. D. T. Richards was called to the pastorate 
of the church in connection with the Hinckley church. (The 
Hinckley church was organized in 1873, and erected a build- 
ing which was dedicated July 3, 1873.) David Towner Rich- 
ards was born at Pembroke, N. Y., Nov. 19, 1833, graduated 
from the Divinity School of the University of CMcago, 1872, 
and from Bennett Medical College, Chicago, 1882. This 
change of work was necessitated by a throat trouble, though 
he contiQued to supply churches which would otherwise be 
destitute of ministerial service. He now lives at Fall City, 
Wash. . 

On Feb. 28, 1874, Bayard Taylor Holmes was received 
as a member of the church by letter. At the time he was 
teaching school in the territory south of Waterman and Shab- 
bona, but now is one of the leading physicians of Chicago and 
a surgeon and medical author of national reputation. 
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In March, 1877, Rev. Richards resigned and was suc- 
ceeded shortly by Rev. M. J. Martin. Of him I have been 
able to learn but little. He was ordained at Waterman, June 
5, 1878, and went from here to Long Prairie, Minn., which 
was his address for several years, since which time I can 
learn nothing of him. 

In December, 1878, Rev. E. W. Hicks became pastor of 
the church and served one year, in connection with the Shab- 
bona church. The Shabbona church was organized Nov. 28, 
1874, and on Nov. 29 dedicated their house of worship cost- 
ing $3,600. Mr. Hicks remained with the Shabbona church 
till the end of 1882, then went to Sandwich, and in June, 1885, 
to Toulon, 111., which church he served eighteen years. He 
is now pastor at Maywood, a suburb of Chicago. I was a 
young boy during his pastorate and one of my most vivid 
recollections of it was a series of four annual excursions ( 79, 
'80, '81, '82) to the city of Rockford which he engineered. 
In 1880 he had filled 19 cars, and in 1882 ran two trains. 
Edmund Warne Hicks was born in Cornwall, Eng., Dec. 17, 
1841, and was ordained at Naperville in December, 1870, hav- 
ing graduated from the divinity school of the University of 
Chicago in the spring previous. 

He was succeeded by Rev. S. P. Davis, who I learn was 
ordained at Areola, 111., June 17, 1879, but of his life, educa- 
tion and present address I can learn nothing. I think during 
his pastorate he was a student at the Theological Seminary 
at Morgan Park. 

Succeeding him. Rev. H. R. Hicks of Paw Paw, a former 
pastor, supplied the church for six months (1881). In 1882 
the church had afternoon services. Rev. P. Reynolds of Hinck- 
ley preaching. In 1883 Rev. Nelson Crandall, an aged min- 
ister, and father of one of our members, Mrs. Coy, preached 
for us. The removal of his daughter to Iowa of necessity 
terminated his pastorate. Rev. Nelson Crandall wa^ born in 
Delaware, Chenango Co., N. Y., June 25, 1806, and died March 
30, 1895, at Wooster, Ohio. He was ordained in 1839. His 
pastorates were chiefly in New York and Ohio. 

Rev. George Maitland Daniels was pastor from March 
to September, 1884. At that time he was a student at Morgan 
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Park, where he graduated in 1888. He was born in Wisconsin 
in 1855, and ordained in 1877. Since leaving Waterman he 
has held pastorates at Batavia, Piano, La Grange (111.) and 
Eichmond, Va. He is now at Batavia. 

In November, 1884, Bev. Alfred Stoddard Orcutt became 
pastor, remaining till August of the next year. He then re- 
moved to Pipestone, Minn., where he came to a sudden death 
in connection with the burning of the Calumet Hotel, on the 
morning of December 15, 1886. His wife who was Miss Esmah 
Shepardson, lives now at Granville, Ohio, where she is edu- 
cating her children in Doane Academy and Denison Univer- 
sity, of which her father is (or was) a trustee, as was also 
his father before him. 

During the summer and fall of 1885, Rev. Isaiah Wallace 
Corey, a student at Morgan Park, supplied the church. He 
was ordained at Shabbona, June 10, 1884, and was married 
during his pastorate at Waterman, Sept. 9, 1885. Since then 
he has held pastorates in Chicago, Kenosha, Wis., St. John, 
N. B., Kenosha, again, and is now a pastor at Ravenswood, 
Chicago. 

The pastorates of these three men (Daniels, Orcutt and 
Corey) were a period of spiritual and numerical growth for 
the church but was succeeded by some of the church's dark- 
est days. Mr. Corey left in December, 1885, and from that 
time on until July, 1888, the church was without preaching 
except that Rev. G. P. Martin, pastor of the Shabbona church 
preached for a few Sunday afternoons in the summer of 1886. 
Mr. Martin was then an old man and is now, I have been told, 
dead, but of his subsequent history I have learned nothing. 
The Sunday School was discontinued and the church was 
very much discouraged. However, the weekly prayer meet- 
ings and monthly covenant meetings were maintained. 

During the summer of 1888, Rev. John Stafford supplied 
the church. The Sunday School was reorganized August 5, 
and has continued in uninterrupted existence since. The 
church was pleased with Mr. Stafford and was inclined to 
extend him a call. Just at this time, however, the church at 
Shabbona made overtures for union with Rev. Charles Braith- 
waite as pastor and the Waterman church assented. Mr. 
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Braithwaite remained with the church until 1891. During his 
pastorate, Rev. A. H. Houser, evangelist, held meetings here 
and there were some ten additions by baptism. Also, the 
first parsonage was erected, upon which, unfortunately, there 
remained for several years a debt of five hundred dollars. 
Charles Braithwaite was bom in Sheffield, England, May 9, 
1844. Previous to his coming to Waterman he had held pas- 
torates in Connecticut, Rhode Island and New York. Since 
then he has been in Chicago and Iowa. In 1902 he removed 
to Benton Harbor, Michigan, where he is living as a retired 
minister on a small farm and taking summer boarders. 

Rev. D. H. Griggs served the church as pastor in 1891-92. 
He came from Walnut, Illinois. Of his subsequent history I 
know almost nothing. When last I heard from him he was 
at Loda, Illinois. 

Mr. Griggs left May 1, 1892, from which time our pulpit 
was supplied until Sept. 1, when Rev. F. A. Case of Girard, 
Kansas, began a pastorate which lasted four years. During 
his pastorate we had preaching on alternate Sundays only, 
the other Sundays being devoted to prayer meetings at which 
Mrs. Case, not infrequently, gave excellent Bible readings. 
During this pastorate the church grew in strength in every 
way. Just before the coming of Mr. Case our B. Y. P. TJ. was 
organized and for work done the first year of their existence 
the International Conquest Missionary Banner was awarded 
to them. Upon receipt of the banner we held in March, 1894, 
a B. Y. P. U. '^Banner Rally'' at Waterman. In 1895 we 
invited the association to meet with us the following year 
but they decided to go to Joliet. During the fifty years of 
the church's existence it has never entertained the asso- 
ciation. 

In January, 1897, Rev. Samuel Rowland Robinson became 
the pastor of the church, remaining two years. Then came in 
rather quick succession, Elijah Forbes Rice (July 1899- Jan. 
1900), John Chandler (Jan. 1900-Nov. 1901), Charles Harri- 
son Storms (Dec. 1901-Dec. 1902), and Raymond Griffin Pier- 
son (Jan. 1903- Jan. 1904). All since and including Mr. Case 
have preached for us while pursuing their studies at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Finally in April, 1904, Rev. John E. 
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Morris of Damascus, 111., became the pastor of the church, 
and after an acquaintance of over two years we pray 

"May he long be the last." 

Membebship Eepobted to the Association: 

1880 28 1890 -...46 1898.. 44 

1883 30 1891 40 1899 48 

1884 37 1892 39 1900 48 

1885 48 1893 41 1901 46 

1886 47 1894, 38 1902 47 

1887 45 1895 43 1903 51 

1888 41 1896 46 1904 53 

1889 37 1897 45 1905 54 

Note: This article was prepared for and read at the 
celebration of the Semi-Centennial of the church in 1906. 
The church building has since that time been destroyed by 
lightning. 



